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Photo 1. This is a rare picture of Lion in 1938, her centenary year, being prepared for the London & Birmingham Railway Centenary
with the brand new Duchess of Hamilton in the background. The lad second from right seems to be more interested in Lion than with
his own task. And rightly so! Photo courtesy of LNWR Society
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Photo 3. Look, no springs! The beautifully engineered
reversing lever built by Dave Forrest for his 5” Lion.
Dave has taken his inspiration from a rather surprising
piece of everyday technology. See his story on page 3.
Photo - Dave Forrest

Photo 2. For Sale. This excellent and unique 7¼“ gauge
Lion. See page 11.
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Welcome to a New Member
We extend a warm welcome to the following new member:
Mr Jorge Casanova Royo, who lives in Valencia, Spain.
Jorge writes that his loco is a 7¼“ Lion, made by OLCO member Desmond Hill. Desmond sold the locomotive to John Tierney
without it being finished and John finished in 2012.
Jorge does not like how it was finished and wants to improve it. For example; there are no rivets in the tender. Also the frame
of the tender is not correct: the injector and axle water pump are in the tender and Jorge wishes to install two water pumps
similar to those on the original locomotive. Well, Jorge, you’ve come to the right place. OLCO has all the answers. Now,
what’s the question?

Photo 4. Welcome back to OLCO! This fine looking loco was built by Desmond Hill in 1996 and now resides in Spain.
Photo: Jorge Royo

Desmond Hill retired from OLCO some years ago now. He seemed a man of many talents: I think he was a violin maker and
had a violin shop, perhaps in London. He wrote to me in 1996, explaining his design for the front axle of the Lion he was
building. His plan was to make the (Valve Gear) bits more accessible by simplifying removal of the front axle. His letter
appeared in the OLCO newsletter No 40, of July of that year. The loco was built to LBSC’s Model Engineer plans, multiplied
by two. What he didn’t say though, was how he overcame the valve gear problems that we know are associated with the LBSC
design! Oh, how I wish I’d asked him at the time. Can you tell us, Jorge? Is it gab gear, slip eccentric, Stephenson’s, etc.?
To read Desmond’s letter and view his design, go to the OLCO website: [http://www.lionlocomotive.org.uk/] (or click on the
site at the top of this newsletter). Go to the ‘member's only secure folder’. You will be asked for a username, which is:‘oldlocomotive’ and a password, which is:- lion1838’. Just like that: all lower case and no gaps between words. Click on
Number 40: July 1996 and go to pages 10 & 11. I hope you find it interesting.

The Editor’s Bit
I need to apologise for not getting this issue out before Christmas. That issue usually has holly trimmings and a goodwill
message. There was just too much to do and, after all, as stated at the top, this is the ‘Occasional …’. Nuff said, if I may be so
bold. Well, no holly this time, folks, but, instead of wishing you all a merry Christmas, let me just say that I hope you all had a
good time. However, I consider it fair game to wish anyone, during the first month of the year, a Happy New Year and every
success for 2016 … and beyond, of course. So there!
By the way, there are an increasing number of references, or links, to web sites in these newsletters [In square brackets, and, if
viewing on the screen, in blue]. Fine if you have a computer, just click the link and you’re away. However, I am aware that not
all of our readers have, or even want such kit. To those I apologise. This is in no way a dig at you, or intended to demean you.
It’s just another process by which I can direct OLCO members to information or, in some cases, frivolous amusement.
However, if you have no computer, (but are anxious to get in on the act) perhaps you know someone who does …?
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Now that it’s all over, bar the hangovers, I have to admit that I’ve sneaked (snook, snack … etc?) out to the workshop and done
a bit more to my 5” crank axle. The very unseasonable weather has helped, of course – it’s normally far too cold at this time of
the year to go out there. Now, I know I’m not the world’s most productive and I know that for some, (especially if they’re only
writing about it and don’t have to build it), making a crankshaft is easy. Well, not to me it ain’t! Next time I swear I’ll try quite
hard to make it out of solid. At the moment it’s just a pile of bits, but is almost ready for assembly. Just the fly cranks to finish
off.
I would like to say thank you to all have contributed to this issue. My especial thanks go to Jan Ford, who has written so
knowledgably on our Lionsmeet gathering at Guildford. But I have a nasty feeling I’ve not published something someone sent
me a while ago. Please remind me if that’s the case and I’ll do my best …

Models under Construction
Dave Forrest sent me some interesting photos of some of the more difficult parts to make on a small Lion.
He wrote to me last November:
I’ve deviated quite a lot from the LBSC drawings in an attempt to make my 5” gauge model as authentic as possible to original
“Lion”. I’ve already told you about the Wheels (which I machined from solid – See LH79 - Ed) but since then I’ve:1.
Replicated the Outside Cranks (complete with Oil Cups)
2.
Designed and made accurately scaled working Leaf Springs
3.
Replicated the Cylinder Drain Cocks (photo attached)
4.
Made significant changes to the Valve Gear to resolve the well-known “engineering problems” but also produced a
mathematical model to resolve the “geometry problems”
5.
Replicated the Reversing Lever – I know I’m not the first to do this for the 5” loco, but I might be the first to do it
without an external spring on the Latching Lever. I’ve attached a photo with no external spring visible; it is buried in
the main lever – an idea I got from playing with the spring loaded side arms of my spectacles one night!!

Photo 5. One of the pair of Dave Forrest’s cylinder
drain/lubrication cocks. This would be for the right side
cylinder.

Photo 6. The reversing lever, complete with ‘gravity
operated’ latching lever (engages with slots in curved
plate to lock valve gear in position). But is it gravity
operated? That on big Lion has no springs. Nor is one
visible here. That drooping handle at the top is typical of
big Lion too.

Photos 4 & 5: Dave Forrest.

I’ve made other changes, so I could, if you wish, write a “short article” on each of the various items explaining what I’ve done
and why, if you think that may be of some interest to other OLCO members – but if I do it, as planned, during my stay in
Australia, it will be after Christmas before they are completed.
(Well, thank you for this insight into your meticulous work Dave. And of course, I’d be very pleased to publish more notes
from you, as and when they become available. Oh, and how’s the pipework coming on?
So, readers, encouragement for you all. Please write in and tell me what you’re up to. – Ed)
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Notice of AGM2016

Tel: 01902 850095 (evening)
E-mail: jan.c.ford@gmail.com
OLCO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, LIVERPOOL, SATURDAY 7th MAY 2016
The 31st AGM will be held in the Pilotage building of the Museum of Liverpool, Liverpool Waterfront, Pier Head,
Liverpool, L3 1BY. ‘Lion’ is on display in the ‘Great Port’ Gallery of the main building nearby.
Railway stations are at James Street (2 minutes walk), Moorfields (5 minutes walk) or Lime Street (20 min walk).
Full details and details of buses are at [http://www.merseytravel.gov.uk/].
Use the Museum of Liverpool website [http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/mol/] to see a map of the area. Click
on ‘Your Visit’ then ‘Getting Here’ for suggestions on travel and parking. Museum tel number: 0151 478 4545.
The Pilotage building [http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/mol/about/history.aspx] is the red brick building to the
left as you approach the door of the main building.
By courtesy of the Museum of Liverpool, a Meeting Room will be made available for OLCO Members from 10.30
am until 4.00 pm. Please enquire at the Information Desk in the Foyer for the location of the Meeting Room. The
AGM itself will start at 1.00 pm.
Food is available at the Waterfront Café within the Museum. Alternatively, you may prefer to bring a packed lunch.

AGENDA
1. Welcome by Chairman
2. Apologies for Absence
3. Minutes of 30th AGM
4. Matters Arising
5. Chairman’s Report
6. Treasurer’s Report
7. Election of Officers
8. Lionsmeet 2016
9. OLCO Website
10. Any other business

Jan Ford (Miss)
Secretary

Photo 7. The Pilotage Building, as seen from the water. The main museum building is to
the left. Photo: Jan Ford, aboard the Mersey Ferry. If you have time, it’s an interesting
round trip – ask Jan

Minutes of AGM2015
As is common practice, the Minutes of the previous AGM have to be approved at this meeting. Those Minutes were published
in LH83, Pg9. Any reader not in possession of that issue may read and copy the Minutes from the OLCO website, instructions
for which are given on page 2, in the final paragraph of ‘Welcome to a New Member’.
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From the Chairman
I am going to start on a slightly negative note as there will not,
unfortunately, be an OLCO stand at Alexandra Palace this year.
This is due to the imminent arrival of my youngest daughter's
first baby and the strong possibility of having to abandon the
stand at very short notice. Adrian Banks has loyally and
congenially supported me with the stewarding for the last few
years but I did not feel it reasonable for him to be put in a
position to have to run the show single handed in my absence.
Obstetric events permitting, we will be back next year. OLCO
will, however, be present at the Northern Association of Model
Engineers exhibition at the Middleton Arena Manchester on the
27th and 28th of February. The arena is 2 miles from junction 19
of the M60, post code M24 1AG. We will also be at the
Northern Model Engineering Exhibition which has now, as
many of you will know, been transferred to Doncaster
Racecourse and will take place on the 20th to the 22nd May. We
will also be at Bristol in August. Please come along and say
hello if you are visiting any of these shows.

90th year. I get the reassuring impression that Lion seems to
confer longevity on its builders!
At last year's AGM we discussed two possible memorials for our
late founder member and President EF Clark. One of these was a
model of Lion as it appeared for most of its working life as a
stationary engine in the pump house at Liverpool. This was in
fact EF's own suggestion and it was felt worth pursuing. It would
be dependent on whether Liverpool Museum would be able to
display it but it did occur to me that if this were not possible, it
would be a welcome addition to the OLCO stand at the various
exhibitions. A good start would be an abandoned 3 1/2 inch
gauge Lion so if anyone knows of one please let me know. There
must be a few lurking under model engineer's benches up and
down the country! It would not need a boiler as this could be a
dummy, or a tender.
The other idea was a new version of the Lion book which could
be dedicated to EF. We have, in fact, talked about a new book
over the years and I have been exploring a few possibilities with
some encouraging results. I will be reporting more on this later.
There should be much to discuss on both of these subjects at the
AGM this year so why not come along and join in the
discussion? By kind invitation of Sharon Brown, Curator of
Land Transport, this year's meeting will take place at Liverpool
on Saturday 7th of May in the Pilotage Building which is one
minute's walk from the Museum and, of course, Lion itself. So
please make a note of the date and come along.

Last year I visited the Midlands Exhibition at Leamington. This
always seems to attract a few Lions and I noted as many as
seven about three years ago. This year there were three including
one by our member Tony Parsons who told me he spent almost
as many years getting it to go as he did building it. Doubtless it
was worth the effort and is giving a lot of pleasure. Another 5
inch gauge Lion which I was pleased to see on the Cheltenham
Society's stand was one I remember seeing running at the
Birmingham SME track at Campbell Green over fifty years ago.
It is distinctive as the firebox casing is painted dark green. Its
builder, Peter White, is happily still with us having reached his

I hope to have the pleasure of meeting as many of you as
possible at the various events over the forthcoming year and
wish all of you all the best for 2016.

John Brandrick

Lionsmeet 2015
by Jan Ford
Every year, the [Old Locomotive Committee] (OLCO) organises a get-together, called 'Lionsmeet' for modellers of the 'Lion'
locomotive (and similar models of designs from the early days of railways). On Saturday 8th August 2015, 'Lionsmeet'
returned to the home of Guildford Model Engineering Society (GMES) at Stoke Park, Guildford.

Getting there
I travelled by train to Guildford and there's a brief write-up at [By Rail to Guildford].

The Event
My train took me to 'London Road (Guildford)' station, from where I walked along London Road to Stoke Park and signed in
as a visitor at the GMES entrance. For more details of GMES, go to their website [here].
The Steaming Bays are always the centre of activities and I found a number of our members there, together with John
Brandrick (Chairman), Jon Swindlehurst (Treasurer & Membership Secretary), John Hawley (Lionsheart Editor) and Andrew
Neish (Lionsmeet Organiser).

Photo 8. The Steaming Bays at Guildford M.E.S., with John Brandrick and Andrew Neish talking at the table in the centre of the
picture. The lifting trusses in the foreground allow models to be conveniently transferred directly to and from parked vehicles.
Unless stated, all photos in this article are by Jan Ford.
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Guildford is the 'home club' for both Andrew and his father David and together they were steaming David's reliable 'Lion'
model. Jon Swindlehurst steamed his very successful 'Lion' and other 'Lion' models were also being prepared for service.
John Hawley kindly took me to the Clubhouse for a welcome cup of tea. The Clubhouse detained me for a while, because an
interesting display of models had been arranged. My eye was taken by a handsome 0-4-0 tank locomotive named 'Cynthia'.
Published as a 5 inch gauge design, "Gemma" was serialised in "Engineering in Miniature" magazine as a model of the Great
Eastern Railway 0-4-0 built by Neilson & Company in 1874 (incidentally, there's a little about Neilson's in my post [North
British Locomotive Company Limited])

Photo 9. Here’s the Main Man.
Lionsmeet Organiser Andrew Neish
aboard his father’s 5” Lion. This was a
really successful day: the sun shone,
plenty of people turned up, the food was
excellent and the track was extensive
enough for everyone to have plenty of
space. Photo: John Dalton

Photo 10. The label on this striking model
read: "Gemma built as the drawings came
out in Engineering in Miniature c1983.
She has had a hard life and can pull 3
adults with the blower full on. Living in
the Gunnislake area in Cornwall at the
time she is in the East Cornwall Minerals
Railway livery. Our garden railway
reflecting the full size a mile away. David
and Lily Scott. Reading."

There was a live-steam model of 'Invicta' from the Canterbury and Whitstable Railway. Mention of the Canterbury and
Whitstable always reminds me of my favourite dialogue from the film 'The Titfield Thunderbolt' which I quote in my
eponymous post [here].

Photo 11. "Canterbury Lamb
(Invicta) a 3.5 inch steam locomotive
built from the design by 'LBSC'
(Model Engineer Volumes 107 &
108). Prototype built by Robert
Stephenson in 1829 for the
Canterbury-Whitstable
Railway
which opened in May 1830. Peter
Christmas - GMES."
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Photo 12. Work in progress: Wheels and
(far left) chassis: "Will be 'Royal George'
by Timothy Hackworth 1827. No 'real'
plans survive - so half the battle is to
produce the 'engineering drawings'".

Photo 13. Work in progress: Foreground: "5 in Gauge Lion
under construction. Owner - John Hawley. Built to this stage
by Michael Lee, loco and tender chassis completed. Running
gear started. Boiler by Blackgates. All to LBSC design."
Background: "Boiler for 7.25 in gauge Lion. Designed: John
Hawley (OLCO). Built: Peter Carr (Kingswood Boilers)."

Photo 14. "A few of the components required to construct the
leading and crank axle/wheel assemblies. I'm experimenting
with round keys and semi circular keyways." - John Hawley.

It was good to see that John Hawley is producing what he calls "Lionswarf" and is modelling, as well as editing.
In addition, one end of the Clubhouse housed a large well-detailed 4mm scale layout based on the long-gone G.W.R. terminus
'Cheltenham Spa St. James'.

Photo 15.
A view of part of the 4mm scale layout.
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Fortified by a cup of tea, I found the Safety Officer, was kitted out with a High-Visibility jacket and then allowed to survey the
running lines on foot. There are two 'deformed oval' running lines.
The inner circuit is an elevated dual-gauge track which features clockwise running. Colour light signals are provided. These
operate automatically from short track-circuited sections in appropriate positions. The outer circuit is ground level 7.25" gauge
with anti-clockwise running. This circuit also has signalling but the signal heads (which are removed after a running day for
security) were not needed for 'Lionsmeet'. Part of this circuit is dual-gauge 5"/7.25", giving rise to some impressive dual-gauge
pointwork. The ground level track has an attractive brick-built carriage and locomotive shed. A spur, complete with a number
of semaphore ground disc signals built in 'Southern Railway' style leads to a turntable. This is a mature site and the extensive
steaming bays with the large traverser are substantial and well-engineered.

Photo 16. Lionsmeet 2015: Looking across the steaming bays
towards the Carriage Shed.

Photo 17. Andrew Neish moving the impressive Traverser in
the Steaming Bays.

The steaming bays featured a 'Locomotion' model, lifted clear of the rails, operating on compressed air. A fascinating sight!
There's a video clip on YouTube [here]. When you've watched the video, use the 'Back Button' to return to this post.

Photo 18. 'Locomotion', lifted off
the rails, was running on
compressed air.

There are two other layouts offering
live-steam running. The first is a
well-established 32mm gauge fully
landscaped layout intended for
narrow gauge models, shown left.

Photo 19. The 32mm gauge
landscaped 'narrow gauge' circuit.
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The second is a more-recent Gauge 1 layout featuring a double-track oval with sidings. This is built on a raised baseboard.

Photo 21. David Neish, Jan Ford & Roger Hayward discuss
technicalities on the Gauge 1 layout. Photo John Dalton

Photo 20. Gauge 1 elevated layout under construction.

Various models of 'Lion' were steamed during the day. Sometimes the driver would be alone, sometimes one or more
passengers would be taken - informality is the style of 'Lionsmeet'. Occasionally, OLCO members without a 'Lion' model
would be given the opportunity to drive. David Neish kindly allowed me to take a turn on his 'Lion'.

Photo 22. David Neish passing over the Sector Table which gives access to and from the Steaming Bays.

Photo 24. Bring on the heavies! John Hawley drives John
Dalton’s 7¼“ on the ground level track. Power is really
noticeable when you get up to this size.

Photo 23.Norman Barber and his 'Lion' with a rather smart
driving trailer passing over the Two-leaf Swing Bridge.
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One performer was in the striking red and green livery from the film and carried 'Thunderbolt' nameplates.

Photo 25. Adrian Banks’ Thunderbolt', in the striking livery
from the film.

Photo 26. There was a second ‘big’ Lion here today. John Martin
rolls in over the level crossing. How does he reach the controls
from that rather high driving trailer? Photo John Dalton.

The host society had provided a splendid buffet lunch in the Clubhouse, so most railway activities ceased for a while, before
resuming with added gusto. Later in the day, both John Brandrick and John Hawley had a drive.

Photo 27. John Brandrick driving David Neish's 'Lion'.

Photo 28. John Hawley at speed with Jon Swindlehurst's 'Lion'.

John Dalton from Chelmsford M.E.S. had brought his 7.25in gauge 'Lion'. I'd first seen this model at Kinver during 'Lionsmeet
2010 (there's a brief description here) but at Guildford, I managed to get a ride behind this engine.
(It was a great pleasure to see so many OLCO faces at this meeting, both long time and new. I didn’t know everyone and was
pleased when they made themselves known to me. Hope we can go from strength to strength with numbers at future events. I
was honoured to drive first Jon Swindlehurst’s for a lap or two on the raised track and then John Dalton’s on the ground level.
Jon’s 5” was very free running, seeming to have no internal friction at all. The extra power was really noticeable on John’s
7¼“ Lion, which has real air brakes, a wise addition on such a large machine. Thank you gentlemen, both. – Ed).

Photo 29. David Neish was very pleased with this picture of proof that Lion had run in the not too distant past with a real passenger
train behind her. Not exactly a Pendolino, but having travelled on several of those, I think I’d choose the one pictured.
Photo. John Hawley
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Photo 30. Someone
(I’m not sure who?)
had the brilliant idea
of baking a 30th
anniversary cake.
Yummy. Photo John
Hawley
Below and right:
Little and Large

Photo 32. Melvin with John Dalton's 7.25in 'Lion' on the
ground level circuit. Pity we don’t have a picture of John
himself, but his shoe is just visible on the platform!.

Photo 31. Two Gauge 1 Aster 'Lion' models

David Neish was determined to steam his Gauge 1 Aster 'Lion'. It was set up on the Gauge 1 layout and, with assistance from
Roger Hayward, was successfully steamed. I found the management of these Methylated Spirits powered models most strange
- no water gauge, no pressure gauge (but there is a safety valve). Although water can be added, this is done from a dispensing
bottle against boiler pressure. Apparently, when it runs out of water, the absence of steam to the blower means that the boiler
remains safe! After a bit of experimenting, 'Lion' successfully completed a lap and honour was satisfied. An OLCO member
had brought his own Aster 'Lion' which he had never steamed and, with suitable ministrations from Roger Hayward, this, too,
operated to the owner's delight.
At ['Lionsmeet' 2014], a new member surprised us by displaying an early 'Lion' model he'd acquired. Well, no, he didn't bring
his locomotive and run it at Guildford. Instead, he surprised us by arriving in his veteran 'Alvis'.

Photo 33..One OLCO member arrived in this veteran 'Alvis'.

Photo 34. Lionsmeet 2015: Roger Hayward's narrow gauge 0-4-4T
'single-ended Fairlie' 'Nanny Bubbles' on the 32mm gauge layout.

We enjoyed wonderful weather and the Guildford Club had made us most welcome, so it was another successful 'Lionsmeet'
and thanks are due to all concerned. As a tailpiece, I couldn't resist the picture above right of Roger Hayward's unusual live
steam narrow gauge locomotive 'Nanny Bubbles' which he ran on the 32mm gauge track.

Offered for sale
7.25 gauge Lion, not LBSC. See website: [http://www.lionlocomotive.co.uk/] for build details, also see you-tube.
This model has been built to a high standard of engineering from full size drawings by John Hawley, a member of the Old
Locomotive Committee.
This model has super heaters, blower, mechanical lubricator, and snifter.
Steam tests and full boiler certificate provided, also the travelling boxes.
As to date this is the only true model of the Liverpool Manchester Lion.
Genuine reason for sale, asking price £6000.
Please contact Harrye Frowen on Phone No 02920308234, or e-mail [harrye.patricia@hotmail.co.uk].
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Henschell & Sohn

Photo 28. More than one person has sent this to me. The interest here is not about narrow gauge locomotives so much
as the picture at bottom left. It shows an obviously early loco, with a high firebox, a bit like Lion. The loco is called Drache
(Dragon) and is the first locomotive produced by Henschell & Sohn, back in 1848. Trouble is, the page above deals only
with photo 1. I’ve been hoping that I would be sent the next page of this article, which would presumably deal with photo
2, but none has been forthcoming. I like the built up coupling rod.
I did find a video at: [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTrvPgSoaI4], but it’s not of good quality. It shows the loco in
Kassel Technical Museum, about 120 miles north east of Frankfurt. Can anyone shed light on this?
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By the way …
I should have mentioned this in the May 15 issue of Lionsheart, but somehow it slipped. In April of that year a strange bottle
was found, washed up on the beach at Amrum, Germany. Inside the bottle was a message. Not from a desert island, but
definitely asking for help. It was part of a research project initiated by British engineer and scientist George Parker Bidder, the
great-great grandfather of E F Clark, one of OLCO’s founder members.
I compiled this story using extracts from the Daily Telegraph, to whom I make acknowledgements:
By Justin Huggler, Berlin
6:31PM BST 20 Aug 2015
A message in a bottle thrown into the sea 108 years ago by British scientists has been discovered washed up on a beach in
Germany. It is believed to be the oldest message-in-a-bottle ever found.
Marianne Winkler, a retired post office worker, found the message from the past while on holiday with her husband on the
North Sea island of Amrum in April.

One of George Parker Bidder’s bottles used to elucidate
ocean currents Photos: MBA archive

George Parker Bidder who released the bottle into the North
Sea between 1904 and 1906 as part of his research.

Written on a piece of paper inside were the words “Break the bottle”. Inside they found a postcard with no date but a message
promising a reward of a shilling to anyone who returned it. The message, in English, German and Dutch, asked anyone who
discovered the bottle to fill in some information on where and how they found it. The return address was the [Marine
Biological Association in Plymouth]. The couple sent the postcard to Plymouth in an envelope to avoid it getting damaged in
the post.
“It was quite a stir when we opened that envelope, as you can imagine,” Guy Baker, communications director at the Marine
Biological Association, said.
It turned out the bottle was one of 1,020 released into the North Sea between 1904 and 1906 by George Parker Bidder, a
former president of the association. Bidder released the bottles as part of a project to find out about deep sea currents. Th ey
were specially designed to float just above the sea bed, so they would be carried by the currents deep below the surface. Some
were never recovered. The association had long given up hope of any more being traced. “Most of the bottles were found
within a relatively short time,” Mr Baker said. “We’re talking months rather than decades.”
“It was a time when they were inventing ways to investigate what currents and fish did,” Mr Baker said. “The association still
does similar research today, but we have access to technology they didn’t have, such as electronic tags.”
With the data from the bottles that were found, Bidder was able to prove for the first time that the deep sea current flowed from
east to west in the North Sea. He also discovered that plaice generally swim against the deep current – valuable commercial
information for the fishing trade.
It is thought the postcard Mrs Winkler discovered may be the oldest message-in-a-bottle ever found. “We’re still waiting for
confirmation from the Guinness Book of Records,” Mr Baker said. “We think this bottle was one of the last batch he sent out,
in 1906, so that would make it 108 years old.”
It is impossible to tell whether the bottle has been at sea for all that time, or was washed up long ago and buried in sand, or
even lay simply unnoticed, he said.
But the association made sure of one thing: Mrs Winkler got the shilling reward promised in the note.
“We found an old shilling, I think we got it on eBay,” said Mr Baker. “We sent it to her with a letter saying ‘Thank you’.”

Meanwhile …
Somewhere in an English garden on a 16mm narrow gauge railway, (ie O Gauge at 32 mm. Equals 20th scale) …:
[https://www.dropbox.com/s/f53i0sg5p3435b9/Cab%20ride%202015_08_23_09_59_44.avi?dl=0]
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Dates for your Diary

Fri 15th - Sun 17th Jan 2016. London Model Engineering Exhibition.
Location: Great Hall, Alexandra Palace, London, N22 7AY.
Website: [http://www.londonmodelengineering.co.uk/]
Times: Fri & Sat: 10:00am - 5:00pm. Sun: 10:00am - 4:30pm
Sat 27th & Sun 28th Feb 2016. Northern Association of Model Engineers (NAME) Exhibition.
Location: Middleton Arena, Manchester. M24 1AG.
Website: [http://www.mmex.co.uk]
Times: Sat: 10.00am - 5.00pm. Sun: 10.00am - 4.00pm.
7th May 2016. OLCO AGM. 1.00pm. The usual rooms in the Museum will be closed for building repairs so we will be in the
Pilotage building which is one minute's walk away from the museum. See Notice of AGM above.
Fri 20th – Sun 22nd May 2016. Harrogate. 23rd Model Engineering & Modelling Exhibition 2016.
Location: Doncaster Racecourse. DN2 6BB.
Website: [http://www.thedoncastershow.com/page5.html]
Times: Fri & Sat: 10am. - 5pm; Sun: 10am. - 4:30pm.
Fri 19th –Sun 21st Aug 2016. Bristol Model Engineering &
Hobbies Exhibition.
Location: Thornbury Leisure Centre, Thornbury, Bristol,
BS35 3JB.
Website:

[http://www.bristolmodelengineers.co.uk/Exhibition/exhib.htm]
Times: Fri: 10am - 6pm; Sat: 10am - 5pm; Sun: 10am - 4pm.

And Finally …
Photo 35, right. Adrian Banks passed this on to me. It is a
vivid example of the dangers of smoking. I believe there’s a
sly dig at a large industrial corporation in there too,
somewhere …

Editor’s Contact Details
If you would like to contact the Editor on any issues raised in this newsletter, or for any other reason, the details are below:
I’m always glad to receive your notes, comments, articles, pictures, etc. Please consider that all or part may be published, although I reserve
the right to edit them. In descending order of preference they should be:
a) typed on a computer and emailed;
b) typed on a computer then printed and sent by post;
c) typed on a typewriter and sent by post, or
d) if you want to find out how desperate I am, try a good old fashioned handwritten letter.
Just run a spell checker over your computer work first though and always read through what you’re sending, even if hand written, to avoid
subsequent mis-understandings. I am not keen to receive contributions via floppy or CD
The advantage of sending photos by email is overwhelming – I can put them straight into the document, scale them, crop them and all sorts,
getting a ‘first generation’ print. If you send a photo by post, I have to scan it (losing quality) and return it to you, which I cannot guarantee.
Photos which have been printed onto plain paper and sent to me don’t really work, especially via the scanning process. When sending pictures,
please include the photographers name, or details of the publication from which it was taken, so that I can bestow the proper accreditation.
(Also, please, if you change postal or email address, don’t forget to let me know)
Thank you for the many kind comments regarding LH. I’m sorry if I’ve not replied if you wanted one, but perhaps you could sen d me a
reminder. If you’ve missed any recent issues, let me know. I may be able to send by email, or reprint (but at lower quality than original).

John Hawley, Rock House, Downside, Backwell, Bristol, BS48 3DH. Tel: 01275 472023. Email: [ringjph@talk21.com]
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